
Findings -- Short title -- Intent -- 1995 c 403: "(1) The legislature finds that: 
 
     (a) One of its fundamental responsibilities, to the benefit of all the citizens of the state, is the 
protection of public health and safety, including health and safety in the workplace, and the preservation 
of the extraordinary natural environment with which Washington is endowed; 
 
     (b) Essential to this mission is the delegation of authority to state agencies to implement the policies 
established by the legislature; and that the adoption of administrative rules by these agencies helps assure 
that these policies are clearly understood, fairly applied, and uniformly enforced; 
 
     (c) Despite its importance, Washington's regulatory system must not impose excessive, unreasonable, 
or unnecessary obligations; to do so serves only to discredit government, makes enforcement of essential 
regulations more difficult, and detrimentally affects the economy of the state and the well-being of our 
citizens. 
 
     (2) The legislature therefore enacts chapter 403, Laws of 1995, to be known as the regulatory reform 
act of 1995, to ensure that the citizens and environment of this state receive the highest level of 
protection, in an effective and efficient manner, without stifling legitimate activities and responsible 
economic growth. To that end, it is the intent of the legislature, in the adoption of chapter 403, Laws of 
1995, that: 
 
     (a) Unless otherwise authorized, substantial policy decisions affecting the public be made by those 
directly accountable to the public, namely the legislature, and that state agencies not use their 
administrative authority to create or amend regulatory programs; 
 
     (b) When an agency is authorized to adopt rules imposing obligations on the public, that it do so 
responsibly: The rules it adopts should be justified and reasonable, with the agency having determined, 
based on common sense criteria established by the legislature, that the obligations imposed are truly in the 
public interest; 
 
     (c) Governments at all levels better coordinate their regulatory efforts to avoid confusing and 
frustrating the public with overlapping or contradictory requirements; 
 
     (d) The public respect the process whereby administrative rules are adopted, whether or not they agree 
with the result: Members of the public affected by administrative rules must have the opportunity for a 
meaningful role in their development; the bases for agency action must be legitimate and clearly 
articulated; 
 
     (e) Members of the public have adequate opportunity to challenge administrative rules with which they 
have legitimate concerns through meaningful review of the rule by the executive, the legislature, and the 
judiciary. While it is the intent of the legislature that upon judicial review of a rule, a court should not 
substitute its judgment for that of an administrative agency, the court should determine whether the 
agency decision making was rigorous and deliberative; whether the agency reached its result through a 
process of reason; and whether the agency took a hard look at the rule before its adoption; 
 
     (f) In order to achieve greater compliance with administrative rules at less cost, that a cooperative 
partnership exist between agencies and regulated parties that emphasizes education and assistance before 
the imposition of penalties; and 
 
     (g) Workplace safety and health in this state not be diminished, whether provided by constitution, by 
statute, or by rule." [1995 c 403 § 1.] 


